
 

STUDENT LISTENING GUIDE FOR JAZZ ACTIVITIES 
 
Listening is more than hearing music. Listening should be an active process by which students 
receive, construct meaning from and respond to and about music. As such, listening is an 
integral part of understanding, comprehending and appreciating music.  Listening 
comprehension complements musical comprehension. 
 
Every genre of music, whether classical, contemporary or jazz in nature, has its unique qualities 
but all stem from the same basic material and foundation.  Teachers can help students become 
effective listeners by making them aware of the different kinds, purposes and qualities of 
listeners.  The first step is to understand the four different approaches to listening as described 
here:  
 
Comprehensive (Informational) Listening: Discerning the intent of the composition while 

considering the elements used to achieve the effect.  Understanding the overall effect and 
synergy of the music.   

Critical (Evaluative) Listening: The breaking down of the composition to a structural level.  
Examining each element of the composition and its role in the overall structure. 

Appreciative (Aesthetic) Listening: Allowing the music to simply be in the room and part of 
the surroundings without consideration or analysis. 

Therapeutic (Empathetic) Listening: Gaining an emotional understanding of the intent of the 
composition.  Listening produces an emotional response that is individual to the person.  No 
analyzing is possible in this form of listening as the individual is drawn into the composition 
fully. 

 
This Student Listening Guide is designed to be utilized with the jazz activity guide and to 
encourage students to listen in all four ways.  This is intended to allow for the complete 
understanding of jazz performance while remaining rooted in a common musical foundation.  
Students are encouraged to listen to as much jazz as possible in order to understand this 
original American musical style and its continued effect on the music of today. 
 
Recording Background: Discover the world of the recording industry by exploring recording 
labels and performers.  Analyze the relationship between performers and performances while 
gaining understanding of the jazz world. 
 
Instrumentation: Examine the combination and utilization of instruments and how 
instrumentation used in the jazz idiom can result in a wide range of musical colors and textures. 
 
Elements of Music: The elements of music are consistent to all musical style and equally 
important in the jazz idiom.  The musical style of the jazz idiom allows for many unique 
opportunities for exploring new sounds and sound combinations.   
 
Improvisation: The use of improvisation, while not exclusive to jazz, is a well-known element of 
the jazz idiom.  Compare and contrast the use of improvisation of different styles within the jazz 
idiom.  
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I. Recording Background: 
Identify the following elements as they relate to the recording: 

1. Artist:     ___________________________________   
2. Recording Label:  ___________________________________  
3. Leader(s):   ___________________________________  
4. Side Players:   ___________________________________  
5. Recording Date(s):  ___________________________________  
6. Live or Studio Recording: ___________________________________  

 
II. Instrumentation 
Listen and identify the instruments that you hear in the recording: 

1. Brass:    ___________________________________  
2. Woodwind:   ___________________________________  
3. String/Piano:   ___________________________________  
4. Percussion:   ___________________________________  
5. Other:    ___________________________________ 

 
III.  Elements of Music 
Discuss the Six (6) Elements of Music and how they relate to this composition/recording: 

1. Melody:   ___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 

2. Harmony:   ___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 

3. Rhythm:   ___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 

4. Tone Color:   ___________________________________   
___________________________________ 

5. Form:    ___________________________________  
___________________________________ 

6. Expression:   ___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 

IV. Improvisation 
Discuss the elements of improvisation heard in the recording? 

I. Musical Interactions 
A. Soloist(s):  ___________________________________  
B. Rhythm Section: ___________________________________ 
C. Rhythm Section and Soloists: _____________________________ 

II. Improvisation 
A. Melodic Elements: ___________________________________  
B. Rhythmic Elements: ___________________________________ 
C. Harmonic Elements: ___________________________________ 
D. Other Expressive Elements: _______________________________ 
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III. Overall Effect: 

A. In what way(s) does the soloist use phrasing and space while improvising? 
 
 
 
 
 

B. What is the overall shape of the solo(s)?  Are there multiple highpoints or just 
one? 

 
 
 
 
 

C. How would you describe this selection to another person? 
 
 
 
 
 

D. How does the music make you feel? 
 
 
 
 
 

E. Does the selection sound like anything you have heard before? 
 
 
 
 
 

F. What is the emotional/musical impact of the improvisation? 
 
 
 
 
 

G. Does the soloist(s) make a connection with the listener? 
 

 
 


